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Examination and Answer to a Sermon, delivered by the Rev. George 
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don Society for promoting .......anity among the Jews, on the 
18th April, 1821, at the Parish Church of St. Paul’s, Covent 


Garden. (Continned from page 136.) 


He proceeds, page 7: 

“ Such I believe to be the true secret of the small emolument, with which we Gen- 
tiles attempt the conversion of the yet unreclaimed Gentiles. The fact of our little 
success is notorious and indisputable: the reason is, because an honour, reserved for 
others, neither will nor can be conferred on us. For, if it be the special alloted task 
of the converted Jews to effect the conversion of the great national mass of the Gen- 
tiles ; nothing can be more clear, than that the conversion of that great national mass 
will never be effected by ourselves, whatever partial success may attend our efforts 
with insulated individuals. But, that such is the special allotted task of the con- 
verted Jews, is set forth with sufficient plainness in the volume of prophecy. 

«“ Whether the language of prophecy be figurative, or whether it be literal, still it 
ceases not to maintain the same important position. 

“ Zechariah teaches us, that, in the day when the Jews shall be restored to their ° 
own land, and shall be delivered from their congregated enemies, ‘ living waters shall 
go out from Jerusalem: and in the parallel passages of Ezekiel and Joel, which 
similarly treat of Judah’s restoration in the last ages, these same living waters are said 
to flow out of the temple. 

“ The language here employed is, doubtless, figurative : but, though figurative, it 
is still perfectly familiar and intelligible to those who have paid even a moderate at- 
tention only to prophetic phraseology, As it is justly observed by Mr. Lowth, while 
commenting on the passage from Zechariah, ‘the supplies of grace are often repre- 
sented in scripture by rivers and streams of water, which both cleanse and make 
fruitful the ground through which they pass.’ 

“ On this well-known principle, then, of interpretation, as the meaning’ of the three 
parallel prophecies is obviously the same, so it is hard to say what can be intended 
by the efflux of living waters from Jerusalem, or from the temple, during the period 
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which immediately foliows the restoration of the Jews, unless it be the communication of 
the Gospel to the great body of the now unbelieving Gentiles, immediately after their own 
conversion. Under the image of a river flowing out frem the temple of Jerusalem, 
the waters of which gradually rise until they become a mighty stream which cannot 
be passed over, and which itself communicates health and life whithersoever it cometh, 
is clearly and aptly shadowed out the beneficent progress of the Gospel from the me- 


tropolis of the converted and restored Israelites through every province and kingdom 
of the Gentile world.” 


Why “the language here employed” is figurative, and undoubt- 
edly so, I cannot perceive. Nay, there appears to be a necessity 
that it should be literally fulfilled. Jerusalem will become very large 
and populous. They formerly were very much troubled for water. 
They never had a sufficient supply of fish; neither was Judea it- 
self extraordinarily watered. They had no navigable rivers ex- 
cept Jordan, and that is entirely inland, rising at Mount Lebanon, 
and falling into the Dead Sea; and nothing can be conceived 
more convenient than a good supply of water in a warm climate. 
And why should the promise of a good supply of spring water, a 
plentiful supply of fish and fruit, be thought beneath the majesty 
of Heaven, when he condescends to promise to level the mountains 
and inequalities of the ground about Jerusalem ? “ Alltheland shall 
be turned as a plain from Gibea to Rimmon, south of Jerusalem : 
and it shall be raised up, and inhabited in its place, from the gate 
of Benjamin, unto the place of the first gate, unto the inward 
gate, and from the tower of Hananeel to the king’s wine-presses. 
Zach. xiv. 10. He condescends to promise us good pasturage and 
bread, clean fodder for the beasts,(1) plenty of water on the high- 
est grounds, the very top of the mountains.(2) In another place, “ In- 
stead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree ; instead of the brier 
shall come up the mirtle tree.”(3) In another “ A multitude of cam- 
els, gold and incense,(4) and servants to minister and wait on us ;(5) 
fir, pine and box ; silver, iron ;(6) joy and rejoicing; long life ; 
stability.(7) In another place, our joy is promised to satiety ; again we 
are promised health,(8) plenty of fruit and increase of the earth. 
Nay, in his goodness he even condescends in difierent places to as- 
sure the ladies their peculiar enjoyments, dancing, yes, and merry 
making ; and here we are promised fish and navigable streams: but 


(1) Isaiah xxx. 23. (2) Ib. xxx. 25. (3) Tb. lv. 13. 
(4) Ib. Ix. 6. (5) Ib. xiv. 2. (6) Ib. xi. 13. 
€7) Jer. xxxi. 15. (8) Ib. xxxi. 14. 
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this the preacher thinks too much for the miserable Jews. What! 
a stream joining the Mediterranean Sea and the Pacific Ocean, 
which will make their country, Judea, their city Jerusalem, the 
centre of trade for the universe! This must not be. Let us make 
it figurative : let it signify grace: and instead of permitting them 
to enjoy this grace at home, let them be sent on missionary jour- 
neys. The undoubtedly learned and reverend Mr. Faber has ei- 
ther on conviction or for some other reason, joined in our explana- 
tion of the prophetic promises. He will not allow them to be 
spiritualized. He calls it “The once prevalent mischievous hu- 
mour of what was called spiritualizing the prophecies.” But does 
not Mr. Faber know, and does not the world feel, that this spirit- 
ualizing of the prophecies, is one of the chief corner stones of the 
ciedag ian religion, which, when taken away, the whole edifice must 
fall by piecemeal to the ground? Has not St. Paul erected the 
fabric entirely on that foundation? Or, does the learned prelate 
think the world is not yet ina situation to listen to the whole truth ? 
Such I really believe are his thoughts, and which although per- 
haps he may be correct in, as to Europe; but the case is dif- 
ferent in America. Here even the religionist dare and will 
consider the arguments of his opponents. He has no expectation 
of confounding him by persecution. Here, even “error in opinion 
is tolerated ;” and only “reason left free to combat it.” Cool dis- 
passionate reason and argument are the only weapons of offence 
and defence used by all parties ; and although each in their several 
spheres play with the passions of their particular audiences, raising 
their hopes and alarming their fears, still among and with each oth- 
er no address but that applied to the head, to the understanding, 
is or can be used with any, the least probability of success: and 
therefore here, truth, and truth only, and in toto, will finally have 
the victory, and hére the people are ripe to receive it ; and preach- 
ers are in duty bound to teach it. To return to our subject: If 
the spring of water which is promised to arise within and flow out 
of the temple, and which is to form two navigable rivers, one fall- 
ing into the Great (the Mediterranean) Sea, and the other into the 
Eastern or Red Sea, which are to be furnished with plenty of fish, 
and whose banks are to yield rich fruit trees, ever flourishing ; 
whose very leaves, being medicinal, are to serve as a commodity 
for exportation (‘‘ for the healing of the nations,”) and which will 
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not be needed at home, being we have the promise of health without 
them ; if this spring, these rivers, their concomitants and appurte- 
nances, are to be explained away as figurative language, without 
any certain and defined meaning, what assurance can we have that 
all the rest of the promises before enumerated, are not also figura- 
tive? So that at last the learned Mr. Faber has only varied his at- 
tack : he loses no ground—he makes use of a figurative instead 
of spiritual meaning; either of which confounds the meaning 
of the promise, and makes prophecy mean any thing; for if we al- 
low of figurizing, prophetic language becomes uncertain, being 
undefined, and may be made to have intended any event whatever 
that may occur. This was the case with the Pagan Oracles, and 
the ......ian manner of explaining scripture prophecies, either by 
Spiritualizing or figurizing is the same, and would bring them to 
the same fate, and deservedly so. Again, if this or these rivers of 
water are a figure of something else, the law, the gospel teach- 
ings, ......lanity, Judaism, old or new, the fish must also be a fig- 
ure. The fishermen, the nets, the towns of En Rogel and Enge- 
di, the trees, the fruit, the leaves, the vale of Shittem, and the tem- 
ple itself are figures. It is a rule in writing not to mix figurative 
and literal Janguage.* When these waters have found their vent in 
the sea, they are to be healed. This also must be figurative of 
something. ‘The low places are to become marshy, and be given 
to salt.t This also must of necessity be a figure. Is the law, the 
gospel, the doctrines, or the graces, to stagnate and become putrid ? 
The reverend, learned, Mr. Faber ought at least to have explained 
all these figures. But for argument sake, say the language is figu- 
rative. Whence can we gather that it 1s a figure of ...... ian doc- 
trine ? Why not Judaism, or any other? What have we to point out 
to us the particular doctrine that is to emanate from the temple, 
which, in such case, is itself only a figure? I must conclude with 
these questions. If the former manner of explaining the promises 
by spiritualizing them, was a “‘ mischievous humour,” what will 
mankind think of this modern, nay, novel method of explaining 
them by figure? Is not the humour of it to the full as mischievous 
as spiritualizing, and liable to the same, nay to stronger objections, 
being entirely modern and novel, and without the least colour of 
authority? Does not rejecting the humour of spiritualizing, also 


* Blair’s Lectures. Ezek. xlvii. 12. 
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reject all the writings of the Apostle Paul, they being built on this 
véry method of explaining the scripture, called by the preacher, a 
“mischievous humour?” Is it not also full as arbitrary as the for- 
mer humour, and certainly not infallible ; for he will not, neither 
will those commentators he quotes, set themselves up for inspired 
writers? Again, by leaving the literal, and embracing either the 
spiritual or figurative meaning, do we not throw from us that which 
all allow infallible, and place our dependence upon explanations 
weak and fallible? Should we not thereby subject ourselves to the 
charge of hewing out for ourselves cisterns, broken cisterns, 
which will hold no water ? 


The preacher proceeds : 

“What these three prophets teach us figuratively, others teach us rixiniy, lit- 
erally and unequivocally. 

“Isaiah tells us, that, when ‘ in the last days the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established in the tops of the mountains, all nations shall flow unto it. And 
many people shall go and say; come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths; for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem.”—Jsaiah. ii. 1-3. 

“From this passage we learn, that the figurative living waters, which flow from the 
temple immediately after the restoration of the Jews, are in truth the law and the 
word of the Lord ; which similarly and at the very same period bring about the heal- 
ing, or the life, or the conversion of all nations. Nor can we allow, agreeably to the 
once prevalent mischievous humour of what was called spiritualizing the prophecies, 
that the present Gentile Christian Church is spoken of in the predictions which have 
been cited. Isaiah is careful to tell us, that ‘ the word, which he saw, concerned Ju- 
dah and Jerusalem ;’ and the whole context of the oracles of Zechariah, and Joel, and 
Ezekiel, proves, I think indisputably, that they are incapable of any other application 
than to God’s ancient people, now happily converted and restored.” 


Do we indeed learn from this passage, any such thing? Do we 
learn more than that the law shall go forth from Zion, and the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem? May not all this be, and may not 
Jerusalem be blessed with a living fountain of water, sufficiently 
large to supply the whole city, and which, dividing into two 
branches by continual influx of tributary streams shall become 
large rivers falling into the Mediterranean and Red Sea, one of 
which coming to onwn bay Aebal Hashittim, will consequently take 
the bed: of the Jordan, and through the Dead Sea and country of 
Edom to the Red Sea.* 

* If the reader will consider, of what use otherwise, would the desolate country of 


Edom be to the nation of Israel? For according to Ezekiel, xivii. &c. their border or 
frontier is thus to be bounded; north beginning at the Mediterranean, by Zedad, 
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Is it any reason, because we are promised the law and the word 
of the Lord, which are to be to us asrivers wherein no gallant ship 
shall pass, that we shall not also have the promised rivers for gal- 
lant ships, for fish, and in general for all the concomitants thereof, 
‘for the abundance of the sea;” how otherwise is the trade of 
the Gentiles to be brought ? “Is any thing too hard for the Lord?” 
Is not the whole face of nature to be changed in Judea, Moab and 
Edom? Valleys raised, mountains levelled and sunk? Is not the 
Mount of Olives to be cloven in twain in that day, part to remove 
north and part south, to leave a very large valley between, as far 


Hamath, Berothan, Sibraim, Hazar, Hattican to Hauran. Eastward they will be 
bounded by Hauran, Damascus and Gilead, and Ammonites to the Eastern Ocean.— 
Southward from and including Tamar to Kedesh, and the Nile to the Mediterranean. 
Westward the Mediterranean. Consequently their country will include from the Eu- 
phrates tothe Nile ; “ from river to river and from sea to sea.” | know Jarchi considers 
Tamar to signify Jericho, and the East Ocean to mean the Salt Sea ;+ but he cannot be 
correct ; for this would, and does exclude all the land of Gilead, which is expressly 
included, and Jericho is situated on the west side of the Jordan, while the whole of 
Gilead, is on the east side. The whole country formerly possessed by the tribes of 
Reuben and Gad, as well as Gilead, will also be excluded. He indeed includes 
the country of Philistia and Edom, or Seir,{ but we are also promised Ammon and 
Moab; anda very large country will be necessary, considering the vast influx of 
strangers. There will be first the whole of the ten tribes of Israel, who, if they have 
increased as the Jews have inereased, will be numerous indeed. Secondly, the Jews, 
and although we fearfully look for a falling off among us in the day when he will 
make up his jewels, we know the ‘7 »5})) azbey adonay. Forsakers of the Lord (the 
apostate Jews, are to be taken from amongst us, yet we hope God, who in his mercy 
chooseth Jerusalem, will withhold satan, and preserve our brethren from sin,that hein- 
ous crying sin, meriting the fearful doom of annihilation. But this number, which 
we cannot but hope will be but small, will be richly and largely made up by the Gen- 
tiles, who will join themselves to the Lord ; for after the war of Gog, when God will 
the second time raise his hand to gather the Jews from among the Gentiles, so that no 
more shall be left there,|| will also come a very large concourse of Gentiles, far more 
numerous than the Jews, as it were ten toone.} And large as this country is, it will 
be very densely peopled, particularly about Jerusalem ; and there will necessarily be 
wanted a larger supply of both animal and vegetable productions than the country 
can possibly produce, and which, by the trade of the universe centering at Jerusa- 
lem, will be richly supplied with foreign grain, and these rivers teeming with life, 
will assist in the supply of animal food. ~ ea ee 


t Sea of Sodom, or Dead Sea. 


tIf Edom be included, we are to be bounded by the Red Sea, EzionGaber, being 
a port on the shore of that sea, lying in the country of Edom, the truth is, undoubt- 
edly, Edom shall be a possession, Seir also a possession for his enemies, and Israel shall 
do valiantly —Num, xxiv. 18. 
|} Isa, xi 11. ‘  § Zee, ix, 23. 
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as Azal? Zach. iv. 4, 5. or do you intend to figurize the whole? 
Truly their force is not right. Does not Isaiah in this text mention 
articles of trade, both general and particular? Abundance of the 
sea, the wealth or trade of the gentiles, camels, dromedaries, gold 
and incense, flocks, rams, nay the ships of Tarshish are to come ! 
How will they come without rivers to navigate? The fir, the pine, 

the box, in short, let the inquiring reader peruse with care the Ix. 
chapter, and I trust he will not see with the preacher. 

Who will point out to mein this chapter (or elsewhere) that “ the 
house of Israel is described as the appointed instruments of con- 
veying the LIGHT OF ...... IANITY to the Gentiles ? Who can 
show me in this prophecy (allowed to be literal) any thing like gos- 
pel? 1st. The Jews are throughout represented as brought, 
and being brought back to their own country to stay there, and 
the Gentiles coming to them. 2dly. They indeed will be taught 
THE LAW and the WORD OF THE LORD. Not the gospel 
and the words of men. God, who hath made all things known to 
his prophets, has not left us in the dark as to what is to be taught. 
l refer my readers to the following texts : 

“Awake! awake! O Zion, put on thy strength! Thou holy 
city Jerusalem, put on thy beautiful garments: for from hence- 
forth shall no more come in unto thee the uncircumcised and the 
unclean. Js. li. 1. 

ds. \xvi. 23.‘ And it shall come to pass that monthly on each 
new moon and every Sabbath, according to its Sabbath, shall all 
flesh come to worship before me, saith rue Lorp. 

Zaph. iii. 9. Then will I turn to all people a pure language, 
that all may call on the name of the Lord, to serve him with one 
burthen.” 7 

Zach. xiv. 16. “ And it shall come to pass that every one that 
is left of all the nations, which are to come against Jerusalem, shall 
yearly go up to worship the King rue Lorp or Hosts, and to 
keep THE FEAST OF THE TABERNACLES.,’ 

Tb. ver. 9. “ And the Lord shall be king over all the earth. In 
that day tHe Lorp shall be acknowledged ONE, and his name © 
ONE.” 

By the above texts it must appear, Ist: That all flesh will be ob- 
liged to perform pilgrimages to Jerusalem ; that there consequently 
will be a continual influx of strangers. 2d: That they will wor- 
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ship God as a unit ; that the religion of all the world will be alike, 
without the least difference ; that all must come to Jerusaiem, 
where they cannot enter unless they are circumcised, in conse- 
quence that all the world will be obliged to be circumcised ; that 
once in every year all the world will have to send a representation 
to Jerusalem, and be obliged to observe the feast of the seventh 
month, called the feast of the tabernacles. Now if this is not say- 
ing that all the world shall be of the Jewish religion, converted to 
the same religion as they are, then words have no meaning. Jews 
worship God as one, as a unit—Jews observe circumcision—Jews 
keep the feast of the tabernacles yearly—Jews also would gladly 
worship at Jerusalem. 

Now had it said that the world “ all flesh,” should acknowledge 
a Trinity, that all should be baptized, that all should be obliged to 
observe the feast of ...... mas, who would have been able to gainsay £ 
But it was the intention that all should become ...... ians ; aye, even 
that Jews should be converted to ...... ianity, and to teach it to the 
Gentiles. But the exact contrary to this is the real state of the 
case. Instead of acknowledging God as a plurality, it expressly 
says One, a unity. Instead of saying the world shall be baptized, 
they are to be circumcised. Instead of their being obliged to keep 
sees MAS OF any Other ...... ian festival, it is expressly said, unless 
they keep the festival of the tabernacles, a Jewish festival, they 
will have no rain, or have the plague. ‘The conclusion of all this 
is, that all the world will become of the Jewish persuasion, and be 
of their religion, which is the only true religion. 'To conclude, I 
must crave my readers’ attention to the following prophecy, deliv- 
ered nearly 3000 years since by aman of God, acknowledged ever 
since by the Jews as a prophet of God, and by the ...... ians also. I 
believe he was a Levite of the order of the Priesthood, born in 
the town of Anathoth, in the land of Benjamin. Among other 
prophetical writings he has left us on record the following: Jer. 
xii. 16,17. ‘ And it shall come to pass, if they will diligently 
learn the ways of my people, to swear by my name the Lord liveth ; 
as they taught my people to swear by Baal, then they shall be built 
in the midst of my people. But if they will not hearken, I will 
utterly pluck up and destroy that nation, saith the Lord.” 
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DEA’S LETTERS. 
(Continued from p. 139.) 


I REMEMBER having read, but in what author I cannot at present 
recollect) in a controversy between a ...... ian and a Jew, the 
latter made several objections to the authority of the New-Testa- . 
ment, which the other not being able toclear up, returned this re- 
markable answer: ‘“ The authority or divine inspiration of the 
New. Testament was as well grounded as that of the Old; That 
there was no objection which could be made to the New Testa- 
ment, but might with equal propriety be made to the Old.”- 

I think there cannot be a greater instance of distress, or rather 
despair, than when a disputant, rather than yield, is obliged to give 
up the very principles on which alone he can support his cause.* 
A fine method this to convince the Jews of the authority of the 
New Testament, and at one stroke to silence them. But if they have 
no other arguments to establish its authority, we may declare they 
never will be able to work their conversion : for how can a ......- 
ian consistently call himself by that name, unless he admits the au- 
thority of the Old Testament? for if he gives that up, must he not 
give up his religion at the same time’ Itis of such, who not- 
withstanding, would be thought ...... ians, that an author, very 
judiciously observes, “ if they really imagine that ...... ianity hath 
uo dependance on Judaism, they deserve our tenderest compassion, 
as being plainly ignorant of the very elements of the religion they 
profess.”+ They must therefore admit as a postulatum, its autho- 
rity: for was not the Old Testament cited by the Apostles for eve- 
ry thing they pretended to prove? and is it not the Old Testa- 
ment which they pretend is fulfilled in the New? Can any one, 
then, pretend to be a... ... ian, on rational principles, without ad- 
mitting the authority of the Old Testament? Can they either 
deny or lessen its authority? Therefore, there needs notany proof 
from us, to...... ians, for the authority of the Scriptures called 


* [Nie distress of Israel's Advocate is a far greater instance of despair as they have 
no arguments to propose, exeept the wicked, impious offer of Temporal meliora- 
tion.—Ed. Jeir. 

* Warburton’s Deleg. vol. 1. B. 1. Seet. L. p. 6. 
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by them the Old ‘Testament ; to produce any, would be both labour 
and time lost, because they must admit its authority, or they can- 
not be ......ians. The case of the Jews in respect of the au- 
thority of the New Testament, is quite another thing ; and this 
they must all know and acknowledge. Besides, they well know 
the doubts which subsist concerning the books of the New-Testa- 
ment. The learned Doctor Beveridge says : 

*‘ No one can be ignorant that some of the truly canonical books 
of the Apostles were doubted of, in the three first centuries of 
vseeedanity.”* And again, ‘‘ Amongst all the more ancient wri- 
ters of Ecclesiastical matters, you will hardly find two that agree 
in the same number of canonical books.”+ ‘The writers of those 
times,” says the famous Dodwell, “do not chequer their works 
with texts of the New Testament; which yet is the custom of the 
moderns, and was also theirs in such books as they acknowledged 
for scripture ; but they most frequently cite the books of the Old 
Testament, and would doubtless have done so by those of the New, 
if they had been received as canonical.”’} 

Now, from all these particulars, and what I before observed, it 
plainly appears, that the books of the Old Testament was the sole 
canon both of Jews and ...... ians; and that in the first ages of 
.+ssslanity no other writings were accounted canonical ; neither had 
they any other scriptures but the Old Testament; and dill the evi- 
dence which is produced to prove that Jesus is the Messiah, must 
be taken from thence; for no other evidence can be of any validity 
or authority ; neither could he claim the Messiahship but from the 
prophecies ; and, therefore, Jesus is constantly made to refer to the 
evidence of the Old Testament. “In fine,” says the most ingenious 
Mr. Collins, ‘ Jesus and his Apostles do frequently, and emphatical- 
ly style the books of the Old Testament The Scriptures, and refer 
men to them as their rule and canon; but no new books are de~ 
clared by them to have that character. And if Jesus and his Apos-. 
tles have declared no books to be canonical, I would ask who did, 
or could, afterwards declare or make any canonical books? If it 
had been deemed proper, and suited to the state of ......ianity, to 
have given or declared a new canon, or digest of laws, it should 


*® Codex. Can. Vind. Edit. Elerico. p. 112. t Apend. Anter. Bibl. same p. 376. 
+ Desert. 1. in Iren. 
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Seein most proper to have been done by Jesus or his Apostles, and 
not left to any after them to do: but especially not left to be settled 
long after their times, by weak, fallible, factious, and interested 
men, who were disputing with one another abort the genuineness 
of al] books bearing the the names of the Apostles, and contending 
with one another about the authority of every different book.”* 
“Indeed, to speak properly,” says the same ingenious person, 
‘the Old Testament is yet the sole true canon of scripture, meaning 
thereby a canon established by those who had a divine authority 
to establish a canon, and, in virtue thereof, did establish a canon, 
as it was in the beginning of ...... ianity.”+ The Old Testament 
being, without dispute, the only scripture both of Jews and......ians, 
from that alone we are to judge of the office and character of the 
Messiah, and for this purpose it will.be proper to extract a few of 
the many prophecies concerning the Messiah, his kingdom, and the 
events to happen in his time, the better to compare them with what 
is related of Jesus in. the New Testament, in which they are said to 
be fulfilled. 
EXTRACTS. 

1. “In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the 
house of Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of the 
North to the land that I have given for an inheritance unto — 
fathers.” —Jer. iii. 18. 

2. “Thus saith the Larp Gop, behold, I will take the children 
of Israel from among the nations whither they be gone, and will 
gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land, 
and-will make them one nation in the land, upon the mountains of 
Israel; and one king shall be king to them all, and they shall no 
more be two nations: neither shall they be divided into two king- 
doms any more at all; neither shall they defile themselves any 
more with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any 
of their transgressions ; but I will save them out of all their dwelling 
places wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse them, so shall they 
be my people, and I will be their God. And Davip my servant 
shall be king over them, and they shall have one shepherd: they 
shall also walkin my judgments, and observe my statues, and do them. 
And they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my 


* Grounds and Reasons, p. 16-17. + Groundsand Reasons p. 13. 
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servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt, and they shall dwell 
therein, even they, and their children, and their children’s chitdren 
for ever; and my servant Davin shall be their prince for ever. 
Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall 
be an everlasting covenant, and will place them, and multiply them, 
and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore. My 
tabernacle also shall be with them, yea, I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people; and the nations shall know that I, Tae 
Lorp, do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of 
them for evermore.— Ezekiel xxxvii. 21—36. 

3. * And willl gather the remnant of my flock out of all coun- 
tries whither I have driven them, and will bring them again to their 
folds; and they shail be fruitful and increase. And I will set up 
shepherds over them which shall feed them ; and they shall fear no 
more, nor be dismayed ; neither shall they be lacking, saith THE 
LORD. Behold, the days come, saith THE LORD, that I will 
raise unto David a righteous branch, and a King shall reign and 
prosper, and shall execute Judgment and Justice in the Earth. In 
his day Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely ; and 
this is his name whereby he shall be called, The Lord our Right- 
eousness: Therefore, behold the days come, saith THE LORD, 
that they shall no more say, THE LORD liveth, which brought 
up the children of Israel out the land of Egypt; But, THE 
LORD liveth, which brought up and which led the seed of the 
house of Israe] out of the north country, and from all countries 
wherein [ had driven them; and they shail dwellin their own 
land.” —Jer. xxiii. 3—8. 

4. * And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, swhich shall 
stand for an ensign to the people ; to it shall the Gentiles seek : 
and his restshal]l be glorious. And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that THE LORD shall set his hand againthe second time to 
recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left from Assy- 
ria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from 
Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of 
the sea. And he shall set up an Ensiga for the Nations, and shall 
assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed 
of Judah from the four corners of the Earth. The envy also of 
Ephraim shal] depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: 
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Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.” 
—Isa, xi. 10—13. 

5. * Therefore thus saith THE LORD GOD, now will I bring 
again the captivity of Jacob, and have mercy upon thewhole house 
of Israel, and will be jealous for my holy name; after that they 
have borne their shame and all their trespasses whereby they have 
trespassed against me, when they dwelt safely in their land and 
none made them afraid. WhenI have brought them again from 
the people, and gathered them out of their enemies’ lands, and 
am sanctified in them in the sight of many nations ; then shall they 
know that I am THE LORD their God, which caused them to be 
led into captivity among the Nations: but 1 have gathered them 
unto their own land, and have left none of them any more there, 
neither will I hide my face any more from them, for I have poured 
out my spirit upon the house of Israel, saith THE LORD GOD.” 
Ezek.—xxxix. 25—29. 


6. ‘* And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall 
beat off from the channel of the river unto the stream of Egypt, 
and ye shall be gathered one by one, O ye children of Israel. And 
it shall come to pass in that day, that the great trumpet shall be 
blown, and they shall come which were ready to perish in the land 
of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship 
the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem.”—ZJsaiah xxvii, 12, 13. 

7. “ Therefore will I'save my flock, and they shall no more be a 
prey; and I will judge between cattle and cattle. And I will set 
up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my ser- 
vant David ; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. 
And I the Lord will be their God, and my servant David a prince 
among them; I the Lord have spoken it. And I will make with 
them a covenant of peace, and will cause the evil beasts to cease 
out of the land, and they shall dwell safely in the wilderness, and 
sleep in the woods. And I will make them, and the places round 
about my hill a blessing; and [ will cause the shower to come 
down in its season; there shall be showers of blessing. And the 
tree of the field shall yield her fruit, and the earth shall yield her 
increase, and they shall be safe in their land, and shall know that I 
am the Lord, when I have broken the bands of their yoke, and deli- 
vered them out of the hand of those that served themselve¢ of them. 
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And they shall no more be a prey to the heathen, neither shall the 
beasts of the land devour them; they shall dwell safely, and 
none shall make them afraid. And I will raise up for them a plant 
of renown, and they shall be no more consumed with hunger in the 
land, neither bear the shame of the heathen any more.—Ezekiel 
XXXiv. 22—29. 

8. ‘¢ And there shall be no more a pricking brier unto the house 
of Israel, nor any grieving thorn of all that are round about them 
that despised them; and they, shall know that I am the Lord God. 
Thus saith the Lord God: When] shall have gathered the house 
of Israel from the people among whom they are scattered, and shall 
be sanctified in them in the sight of the heathen, then shall they 
dwell in’ their land that I have given to my servant Jacob. And 
they shall dwell safely therein, and shall build houses,-and plant 
vineyards ; yea, they shall dwell with confidence, when I have ex- 
ecuted judgments upon all those that despise them round about 
them; and they shall know that I am the Lord their God.—Ezek. 
Xxvili. 24—26. 

9. “ AsI live, saith the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, 
and with an outstretched arm, and with fury poured out, will I rale 
over you. AndJI will bring you out from the people, and will ga- 
ther you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a 
mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured 
out, AndI will bring you into the wilderness of tiie people, and 
there I will plead with you face to face. Like as I pleaded with 
your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead 
with you, saith the Lord God.— Ezek. xx. 33—36. 

10. “I will accept you with your sweet savour, when I bring 
you out from the people, and gather you out of the countries 
wherein ye have been scattered, and I will be sanetified in you be- 
fore the heathen.” —Ezek. xx. 41, 42. 

11. “ Hear the word of THE LORD, O ye nations, and de- 
clare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will 
gather him, and keep him as a shepherd doth his flock. For the 
Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of 
him that wasstronger than he.”—Jer. xxxi. 10, 11. 

12. “ Fear not: for ] am with thee: I will bring thy seed from 
the east, and gather thee from the west; I will say to the north, 
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Give up; and to the south, Keep not back; bring my sons from 
far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth ; even every one 
that is called by my aame: for I have created him for my glory, 
I have formed him ; yea, I have made him.’ —Isa. xliii. 5, 6, 7. 

It is needless to transcribe more passages declarative of these 
Great events of which the prophetic writingsare full. From these 
and many other prophecies of the like nature, we may collect the 
office and character of the Messiah. But before we proceed, it is 
certainly necessary to define and explain the meaning of the word 
Messiah. mw > Messiah or Mashiach, as pronounced in Hebrew, 
signifies annointed, or the annointed one. _It is applied to Kings, 
Priests and Prophets, as they were annointed to their office. Jews, 
therefore, by way of eminence and emphasis, called, and conti- 
nue to call, that person whom God should raise up, and make the 
instrument for the accomplishment of such prophecies, as particu- 
larly describe, and foretell the delivery and glory of the nation, by 
thisname. Now, if ...... ians will prove that Jesus fulfilled 
these prophecies, they will then convert the Jews, for they require 
but little more. 

(To be Continued. ) 








ABRAHAWM’S LETTERS. 
To the Rev. Truman Marsh, Vice President «f the Auxiliary So- 
ciety at Litchfield “ for meliorating the condition of the Jews. 
Continued from page 143, 


Having in my last pointed out the inconsistent manner in which 
you treated the subject, when you addressed your audience rela- 
tive to the conversion of the Jews to the religion you profess, I 
now take the liberty of offering a few remarks, for your conside- 
ration, on the particular topics introduced into your discourse. 

You informed your hearers, although [ cannot think you serious, 
“that the Jews have been preserved, as the awful monuments of 
Divine justice ; as an evidence of the truth of Christianity, and 
for the completion of the Holy prophecies.” How you can make 
it appear, that our preservation as a nation is a proof of the truth 
of that religion, the rejection of which, as you say, is the very 
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cause of that preservation, is a species of logic that Iam at a loss to 
comprehend. Preservation, in my apprehension of the word, means 
to save or delwer ; yet you wish to persuade your audience, that in 
our case, this saving or deliverance afforded, an “‘ awful monument 
of Divine justice.” It is true, you also told them, “ that the his- 
tory of the Jews furnishes one of those prodigies in the moral 
world, which we admire, but cannot comprehend ;” and that 
when “faith shall end in vision, the dealings of God will become 
more plain, and all his ways to the children of men shall be fully 
vindicated.” 

If, then, our history is incomprehensible, by what authority is itthat 
you take on yourselves to assert that our preservation as a nation 
is an ‘ awful monument of Divine Justice?” If you are now gro- 
ping in the dark, and waiting till “ faith shall end in vision ;” if the 
dealings of God are yet to become plain, and his ways stand 
in need of vindication, on what principle is it that you assume the 
right of not only speaking of the Jews in a language perfectly un- 
derstood, but undertake to teach the world doctrines, which you 
acknowledge to be veiled in impenetrable mystery?” Either you 
know the mind and will of the Lord, or you do not know it. If 
you do know it, why tell us that it is tncomprehensible? If you do 
not know it, of what avail is all your preaching, and of what use 
would it be to us Jews, were we with one consent to become your 
proselytes? We would then have given up the worship of the true 


God, and abandoned what even you adinit to be his divine and obvious 


law ; for an inexplicable system, which we could not comprehend in 
this world, and which, it cannot be shown, we could ever compre- 
hend in the next. 

The fact is, when the Almighty communicated his will to Moses 
and the Prophets, he did this in ,a language which could not be 
mistaken. It was palpable to the weakest conception, and did not 
stand in need of men’s wisdom or men’s sophistry to make it under- 
stood. The miracles, too, which were wrought, although not in 
its confirmation, it requiring none, were such as carried with them 
internal evidence of their being of God. No juggling, no slight of 
hand was employed to make them pass for reality. Even the ma- 
gicians of Egypt, who were fully capable of detecting impositions 
of this kind, acknowledged to king Pharaoh, that the finger of the 
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Khord God was obvious in the mighty works performed by Moses 
and Aaron. Hence the reason why our nation has for so many 
centuries continued to maintain that uniformity of character, to 
preserve itself from mixing with other nations, which you consider 
a mark of divine chastisement. Had we, on the contrary, verged 
inte the common stock, and all traces of the law been obliterated, 
we should then, indeed, have been an ‘awful monument of Divine’ 
Justice,” and you, and a'l the world would have been entitled to 
point the finger of scorn against us. The very circumstance which 
you would adduce as a mark of the vengeance of Heaven, is a proof 
that we have hitherto been under the protection of God, and that 
although, for wise purposes, he has thought proper to scatter us 
among the nations, his guardian arm still hangs over us, and thus 
serves as a pledge that he will, in his own time, restore us to our 
former rank and prosperity. 

I know it is one of the leading doctrines of your religion, that 
it derives great support from what you call our reprobation. Be- 
fore, however, you can expect that we should listen to this doctrine, 
you must prove that we are in reality reprobates; and you must 
do this, too, not by referring to books, which we deny to be of di- 
vine authority, nor to the sayings of men who were no better ac- 
quainted with the subject than yourself. This is a pciut which 
can only be determined by reason, and by the evidence of facts. 
It is; as it were, the very threshold of the discussion between Jews 
Wek: et ians, and until it is made perfectly plain, until even 
every shadow of an obstruction is removed, it will be vain to ex- 
pect that you will make converts among our nation. If we have 
really been altogether forsaken by the Almighty in fulfilment of 
the holy prophecies, in which we all believe alike, it can be no diffi- 
cult matter in you to point out these prophecies. You have not 
done so in any part of your discourse. You have, therefore, done 
nothing for your system, which remains as questionable at this 
hour, as it did to ovr forefathers when it was first propagated, say 
nearly two thousand years ago. . 

Lest, however, you should suppose that, in taking this ground, I 
wish to evade the question, I have now to apprize you that it is my 
intention, in future letters, to investigate fully the religion which 
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you profess, and which you offer for our acceptation. I shall is 
this way have greater scope for pointing out the reasons which in- 
duce us to hold to the law and to the prophets, in preference to a 
system which appears to us utterly unworthy of, and wholly unau- 
thorized by the Divine Being. 

(To be Continued.) 





From the New-York OxgsERvVER of Oct. 4th, 1823. 

“We understand that the Rev. C. F. Frey, having finished his 
present engagement, as agent of the American Society for Meliora- 
ting the condition of the Jews, intends spending the ensuing winter, 
at the South, chiefly at Charleston, S. C. to teach the Hebrew 
language.” 

Thus, then, the Rev. gentleman is resolved for Charleston ; nay, 
he threatens to throw up the Gown, and try to get an honest living 
by teaching Hebrew—(for the comuunicatian in the Observer is no 
doubt from the Rev. gentleman himself.) Well-—I wish him success 
in all his honest undertakings. But! somewhat think “ the half has 
not been-told.”” The House is divided against itself, without doubt ; 
for was not this the case, they never would have permitted the Rev. 
gentleman to leave them for a paltry trifle. lrather am inclined to 
think the A. S. M.C. J. will fall “ amicably into the hands of 
members of the Institution.” Gentlemen, do not let him go from 
you for the sake of one—or even two hundred pounds! Let the 
poor man live! The labourer is worthy of his hire! You will 
not easily replace him; he is your only stay, your only hope. 
Consider, what were you before he undertook the Agency? What 
you are now is altogether his work; he has provided a feast of 
good things for you, and ye will not allow him a cover at the 
table: thisis ingratitude. If you keep him with you, your hopes 
are small; if you let him go, they are extinguished. 

For your interest (and his great love for his brethren according 
to the flesh) he gave up his living in Vandewater-street ; anid in 
one year has epriched you; nay, you owe your very existence to 
his plans from the beginning, as well as. yeur present exalted stand- 
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ing; and now, gentleman, you think you can do without him. 
True, “he wants to remove South :” he fears the West; you 
therefore have a fair chance to be rid of him, if you are so mind- 
ed. But if you guarantee him the agency for another year, with 
an increased salary, and quiet his mind in regard to the colony, 
his love for his Jewish Brethren will revive ; he will not leave you. 
Assure him ‘he shall not be called on to settle in the colony, but 
have the Agency of Itinerancy in perpetuity, at an increased sala- 
ry, according to your means, he will not then be so very strenuous 
an advocate for manufactories. Let his present salary also be 
2000 dollars and travelling expenses ; it is not too much, all things 
considered. Perhaps, gentlemen, your very existence as a society 
depends on his staying with you; preserve then your own exist- 
ence, and retain the Reverend gentleman among you. 

And you, the Rev. C. F. Frey, will not experience teach you 
wisdom ? have you suffered yourself to be dismissed the fourth 
time? nay, this will make the fifth dismissal you will have experi- 
enced ! some honoutable, as the present appears, and some but so 
so! what will be the end thereof ? can you possibly expect to 
support yourself by teaching ? and teaching Hebrew! is not half 
a loaf better than no bread? true, you have not been well used in 
many instances, but, you know you have thrown yourself into the 
arms of judges, who will make no allowance ; as they imagine all 
partake of their own cold temperature, and have therefore been se- 
vere toward you. But think, reverend sir, and brother—accord- 
ing to the flesh! you must now be past the Ordeal; ‘ The heyday 
of youth,” must be tame ; you might well, at this time of life, rest 
satisfied in your situation, and not seek to change. You have met 
with many disappointments in life, sufficient to teacha man of your 
wisdom content. Certainly you must have other views than mere- 
ly teaching Hebrew, or you will starve. Remember, if you go. 
south, your race is nearly run. ll that is left to you now is to 
stay Where you are, and join the Colonists. Do not quit the hold 
you have onthe A.S. If you are wise ; they dare not leave you 
in your old age ; but if vou leave them, they will stand absolved 
from all sbligation. 














TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Candidus asks too many questions. He has read No.7. only. Will he peruse the 
former numbers, and then ask? With Candidus, Jews believe God is not partial, 
nor a respecter of persons, and that the righteous of the people of the world, of every 
nation, inherit everlasting life. In the language of the Rabbins, “ the just men of the 
nations of the world * «ve their portions in the world to come.” 

In the course of the work, all the questions stated by Candidus will be considered, 
and, we trust, satisfactorily answered. 

Friend to Truth.—True, it is a pity ; and a pity itis true. However, we dare not 
he personal. 

Tobit, is requested to keep his temper, and not insult a falling man. 

An Inquirer requests an answer. He will please to recollect he has not as yet sta- 
ted any question. When he thinks proper to send a communication, it will be con- 
sidered. 

N, and O. are reteived. One or both will appear in our next. 
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